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This event changed very materially Catherine's position
and prospects. Hitherto she and her husband had had no
higher destiny to anticipate than that of becoming Duke and
Duchess of Milan or some similar state whenever the contest
between Francis I and Charles V should come to an end.
Now, however, they would in due course become King and
Queen of France. But this, though it piomoted Catherine to
a higher dignity and greater importance at the French court
than hitherto, by no means improved her position in other
ways. For the wound given to the French by her marriage,
grievous when she was merely marrying the second son of their
King, was greatly increased by her now becoming the
Dauphine, wife of the heir to the throne.

Each year seemed to bring some fresh increase to the
difficulties of Catherine's position and the sorrow of her lot.
When in the first year after the marriage Pope Clement, her
chief bulwark against French disfavour, died; when again in
the following year the cousin she had been fond of was mur-
dered, and she was left alone in the world; and when again
in the third year the French people peisisted in accusing her
of having poisoned her brother-in-law notwithstanding every
evidence of her innocence, each of these things added yet
another drop to a cup which was an unusually bitter one to
be drunk by a girl of seventeen. And now there began a still
harder trial,-one which was to last for twenty years. About
the year 1540, when he was twenty-two, her taciturn young
husband, Henry, fell completely under the dominion of Diane
de Poictiers, the beautiful widow of the Seneschal of Nor-
mandy She ruled him entirely, becoming the leader of the
party of the Dauphin at the court (in opposition to the party
of the King, which was led by the Duchesse d'Etampes),
while Catherine had to stand aside and see herself put in every-
way in the background, openly insulted by Diane de Poictiers
(who took every opportunity of showing her affronts), and
neglected by Henry, who spent most of his time at Diane's
great estate of Anet. Catherine oore it in silence and with